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COVID-19 puts spotlight on long-term care in 
Saskatchewan 


"We should still take the opportunity and the increased attention COVID-19 has 
brought to long-term care to look at the real problems." 





Zak Vescera oe 
SO Introducing 5 FP Newsletters: Energy, Economy, 
SIGN UP Investor, Work and Finance Financial Post: 
Introducina 5 Newsletters Sian Up Now> 
Sections Q Search SASKATOON STAR PHosinane Subscribe Sign In 





https://thestarphoenix.com/news/local-news/covid-19-spotlight-on-long-term-care-saskatchewan-reports-one-new-case 1/11 


7/3/2021 COVID-19: spotlight on long-term care; Sask. reports one new case | The Star Phoenix 





NDP Leader Ryan Meili argues the government needs to bring in minimum standards for long-term care homes. Government 
responds that existing guidelines already accomplish that. PHOTO BY TROY FLEECE /Regina Leader-Post 


The provincial government’s Opposition says a report on Saskatchewan’s long-term care system reveals 
long-term problems. 


STORY CONTINUES BELOW 
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The COVID-19 pandemic has put staffing and standards challenges in the spotlight across Canada, 
including in Saskatchewan, where a recent 251-page report from the provincial health authority revealed 


many homes struggled to retain adequate staff to meet the needs of a growing senior population, even 
before the pandemic. 


NDP Leader Ryan Meili said the 2019 SHA CEO Tour report points to a need for minimum care 
standards in long-term care homes, as well as the appointment of a seniors’ advocate to provide more 
oversight to the province’s 8,824 long-term care beds. 


Such a position already exists in British Columbia and is comparable to Saskatchewan’s advocate for 
children and youth. 


“We should still take the opportunity and the increased attention COVID-19 has brought to long-term 
care to look at the real problems,” Meili said. 





Sask. NDP wants provincial government to bring back minimum care standards fo... 
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Provincial health authorities argued that the relatively small impact COVID-19 has had in Saskatchewan 
homes compared to other jurisdictions, like Quebec or Ontario, means the system works. 


“T think we need to give credit where credit is due,” SHA CEO Scott Livingstone said in reference to the 
province’s long-term care staff. 


He said he agrees with Meili that the pandemic brings an opportunity for change, noting that new rules 


potentially be maintained after the pandemic is over. 


STORY CONTINUES BELOW 


“It’s going to be interesting to see if we have the ability to continue that long-term,” Livingstone said. 
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SHA CEO Scott Livingstone PHOTO BY BRANDON HARDER /Regina Leader-Post 


Health Minister Jim Reiter said the Opposition’s argument about the need for stricter guidelines was a 
matter of semantics, arguing that existing guidelines for special care homes essentially accomplish that 
just as effectively as a piece of legislation. 


There was always room for improvement in long-term care, but he believes it would require a range of 
improvements, rather than simply more funding, Reiter said. 


When asked directly about whether he thought there are enough staff in long-term care facilities, he 
sidestepped. 
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“We're always striving to make sure that there’s adequate staffing,” Reiter said. “We’re always evaluating 
where we're at.” 


June 8 set as date for Phase Three of Re-Open Saskatchewan plan 





Livingstone said the growing range of complex needs in long-term care homes could point to a need for 
more specialized facilities, like those geared to treat patients with dementia. He also suggested increased 
support for people who need help within their own homes could reduce strain on the system as a whole. 


“As were watching the demographics of this population expand ... we’re going to have to change and 
expand,” Livingstone said. 


ACTIVE CASES AT LOWEST POINT SINCE MARCH 
On Monday, the province reported only a single new case of COVID-19, located in Regina. However, it 
also announced that a sample tested there on May 27 was found to be a false positive, meaning the total 


cumulative case count remains at 646. 


STORY CONTINUES BELOW 
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Only 47 of those cases are considered active — meaning not recovered or deceased — which is the lowest 
number since March 21. 


Staff at the Roy Romanow Provincial Laboratory in Regina test COVID-19 samples on April 20 2020. PHOTO BY COURTESY 
SASKATCHEWAN HEALTH AUT /jpg 


A government statement said false negatives and positives are always a possibility because of the 
limitations of lab equipment. For example, a person in the early stages of infection may test as a false 
negative but develop symptoms shortly thereafter. 


The number of tests conducted per day in the province has remained consistently below 1,000 despite 
assurances from public health officials that they could conduct as many as 1,900. 
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Testing is currently available to anyone working outside their home, regardless of symptoms. 


On June 5, testing will also be offered to all people being admitted to an acute care centre for more than 
24 hours, including expectant mothers, as well as the caregivers of patients with weakened immune 
systems. 


MORE ON THIS TOPIC 


zvescera@postmedia.com 


twitter.com/zakvescera 


Note to readers: We know the speed and volume of coronavirus-related news is overwhelming and a 
little frightening. To help with that, we have several reporters looking at different aspects of the COVID- 
19 pandemic and are gathering all our stories, especially as they relate to life in Regina and 
Saskatchewan, together on our website. All our coronavirus-related news can always be found 


here: thestarphoenix.com/tag/coronavirus. 





Click here to sign up for our new email newsletter dedicated to local coronavirus coverage. 


©0000 


LATEST NATIONAL STORIES 





Saskatoon StarPhoenix Afternoon Headlines 


https://thestarphoenix .com/news/local-news/covid-19-spotlight-on-long-term-care-saskatchewan-reports-one-new-case 8/11 


7/3/2021 COVID-19: spotlight on long-term care; Sask. reports one new case | The Star Phoenix 


Sign up to receive daily headline news from the Saskatoon StarPhoenix, a division of Postmedia 
Network Inc. 


Email Address 


youremail@email.com 


By clicking on the sign up button you consent to receive the above newsletter from Postmedia Network Inc. You may unsubscribe any time by clicking on the 
unsubscribe link at the bottom of our emails. Postmedia Network Inc. | 365 Bloor Street East, Toronto, Ontario, M4W 3L4 | 416-383-2300 





TRENDING 


1 Loonie-sized hail on the horizon as severe thunderstorms roll into Sask. 


Cigar Lake mine wildfire covers over 22,000 hectares, Sask. tops five-year average 


Tank: Controversial Saskatoon surgery professor penned his own fate 


3 Thousands could see welfare disrupted as Sask. switches programs 
5 Analysis: Clark rode big-time union donations to second term as Saskatoon mayor 
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COMMENTS 


Postmedia is committed to maintaining a lively but civil forum for discussion and encourage all readers 
to share their views on our articles. Comments may take up to an hour for moderation before appearing 
on the site. We ask you to keep your comments relevant and respectful. We have enabled email 


notifications—you will now receive an email if you receive a reply to your comment, there is an update to 
a comment thread you follow or if a user you follow comments. Visit our Community Guidelines for more 
information and details on how to adjust your email settings. 
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